The highly polar distribution of LPA binding sites, charactenistic for normal acinar cells, was not exhibited by the dissociated tumon cells ( Figures  2c and d ). In the case offixed cells, staining was continuous and linear over a large portion of the cell perimeter ( Figure  2c ). In most cases, the rim surrounding the nonfixed cells appeared to consist of patches ( Figure  2d ). When the microscope was focused up and down, the patches were found to be over the In conclusion, using a sialic acid-specific lectin from the horseshoe crab, we detected several differences in its binding to the sunface ofnormal and tumor acinar cells from rat pancreas, reflecting differences in the amount, type, distribution, and lateral mobility of cell surface sialoglycoconjugates.
We also obtained evidence that sialoconjugates may serve as markers for pancreatic acinar cell polarity and that they probably play a role in the process of discharge of zymogen granules.
